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00:00:04,00→00:00:09,59 

We're delighted to be launching the Discovery Research Platform for Medical 
Humanities, an event that really puts conversation first. 

 

2 

00:00:10,00→00:00:30,59 

All of our different Sites and Labs, our different research networks, have set themselves 
up in ways that we hope will allow all of the people who've been able to visit tonight the 
chance to find out what some of their big ideas are, to get further involved in 
discussions about how they might be able to participate in different elements of 
research, and to try some things out. 

 

3 

00:00:31,00→00:00:33,59 

The launch itself is absolutely fantastic. 

 

4 

00:00:34,00→00:00:44,59 

The conversation, loads of activities, loads of fun, loads of energy, loads of excitement, 
looking at different ways of researching really important concepts and ideas. 

 

5 

00:00:45,00→00:01:00,59 

I think there's a real willingness within the voluntary community and social enterprise 
sector and the communities that they support to shape some of the big decisions and 
big, big research in our region that can inform those decisions. 

 

6 

00:01:01,00→00:01:06,59 



So I'm really excited about working to connect communities to the work of the Platform. 

 

7 

00:01:07,00→00:01:12,59 

I think it's a great opportunity for research and for the communities that it should be 
serving. 

 

8 

00:01:13,00→00:01:24,59 

We have three Sites in the Platform, Saint Anthony's Health Practise, we're working with 
the Newcastle Recovery College Collective, Recoco and we're also collaborating with 
the Edinburgh International Book Festival. 

 

9 

00:01:25,00→00:01:37,59 

The best thing about the Discovery Research Platform is that it provides a template for 
research practise, collaborative, open and active, which can be rolled out not just in 
Durham but all around the world. 

 

10 

00:01:38,00→00:01:42,59 

I think this is a model for academic practise, for research practise which will be copied 
in the future. 

 

11 

00:01:42,00→00:01:45,59 

So I think we're really on to something special here. 

 

12 

00:01:46,00→00:02:02,59 



These are opportunities for researchers to collaborate, to learn from and work with 
people with lived experience, to work across sectors, with people in the voluntary sector 
and in the health professions, and a chance to bring insights from the humanities into 
the heart of health research. 

 

13 

00:02:03,00→00:02:11,59 

I've had lots of really good conversations with people who have come from all kinds of 
different backgrounds and had lots of interesting insights into the type of things we’re 
hoping to do. 

 

14 

00:02:12,00→00:02:14,59 

I'm excited about sharing knowledge, sharing understanding. 

 

15 

00:02:15,00→00:02:21,59 

I'm excited about a voice for people who never had a voice before, you know, certainly in 
health settings. 

 

16 

00:02:22,00→00:02:26,59 

So this, this whole humanities thing is a little bit mind blowing, a little bit radical. 

 

17 

00:02:27,00→00:02:29,59 

Researchers will come and embed themselves in our services. 

 

18 

00:02:30,00→00:02:35,59 



Our services will embed themselves into academic areas and they'll learn from one 
another. 

 

19 

00:02:36,00→00:02:43,59 

And that will enhance our understanding and our ability to adopt new ways of working 
and new methodologies of working. 

 

20 

00:02:44,00→00:02:48,59 

I'm most excited about changing who is doing this research. 

 

21 

00:02:49,00→00:02:53,59 

This is a process which we've already started, even though we're only in our first year of 
the Platform. 

 

22 

00:02:54,00→00:02:59,59 

But in terms of who conducts medical humanities research, who's really creating those 
interdisciplinary connections? 

 

23 

00:03:00,00→00:03:08,59 

I want to hear from the new generation of researchers, I want to hear from communities 
who wouldn't usually be involved in this line of research and I want to learn from them. 

 

24 

00:03:09,00→00:03:14,59 



It's been really important to us to recognise that medical humanities research isn't 
confined to the academy. 

 

25 

00:03:15,00→00:03:18,59 

It doesn't begin and end with academically trained researchers. 

 

26 

00:03:19,00→00:03:32,59 

What needs to happen is that we open up and really embed research from the very 
beginning in the spaces and places where people are experiencing real health 
challenges or where people themselves live and work. 

 

27 

00:03:33,00→00:03:42,59 

It sounds like there might be a real culture shift there away from a kind of academic first 
mindset to genuine co-production, genuine inclusion. 

 

28 

00:03:43,00→00:03:45,00 

That excites me. 


